Answers to questions from the folks at triple canopy...

Matthew Weiss

1. What aspect of the future is of greatest interest or concern to you now, in the present? Does this concern inform your everyday activities and goals, or is the future altogether distant from your experience and expertise?

The aspect of the future that interests me most is time itself. The chains that bind us take the form of the minute, the hour, the day, the week, the weekend, the month, the year. People relate to people who make time for them, and they make time in turn. For this reason people tend to walk past trees without looking at them and swat flies. My concern is how we can make humanly relatable those time creatures who live in the lower and higher frequencies-- the slow groan of the earth, the quick flutters of the atom, the microscopic lashes of the little dollars that ring from Chicago to New York with the clock, and even the writer, or the creative individual themselves, who faces the problem of the organization of time very acutely in solving: how to be alone, how to observe, how to be present when you're far away, how to be suspenseful, how to let them down gently, knowing when to write and when to talk. When you're looking up at the stars, you really don't know what time period you're in--unless you've been looking at stars for a long time! If mankind doesn't come up with a richer scheduling system, I think we're doomed.

2. How do you project the present reality of this concern forward into the future? According to what method of thought or inquiry? How do you go further than you feel comfortable: for instance, two hundred years? How do you get us from here to there, from now to then?

It seems to me there's at least two big ways. First, the counterfactual method wherein you imagine say, what if the Greeks had discovered the principles of general relativity. What would they have felt confirmed about their previously held beliefs, and what challenged? By bringing two past time periods into collision, you can scrape off the residue of the future. Another example: let's pretend that the Neoplatonists knew about the theory of computation, and reinterpret. Then there's the synchronistic method wherein you notice coincidences: you read a poem you wrote a year ago that prophesies your present, you see in the movement of sand an answer to your question about how wealth propagates around the world. And so you start a collection, you open up a folder that traces this sublot as it comes interspersed over months and years of your life. And if the coincidences are bringing things farther and farther afield into conjunction, you know you're converging to some truth that's trying to be born. When I want to go further than I feel comfortable, I just let the reins free on my imagination since the farther in time you go, the more there is that's possible.

3a. What is the future you’re betting on? Please describe it as best you can, perhaps beginning with a single aspect--a technology, a natural phenomenon, an institution, a cultural practice--and then explaining how that aspect connects to an entire world. 

The future I'm betting on is called The Time-Space Interchange. In the future everything will be recorded, and so science will cease to become a science of measurement and instead one of interpretation. Angels will listen to every word you say and get to know your rhythms. So when you sit down and forget what you were doing and you need some inspiration, you whisper to the angel and it knows what sort of inspirations you've had at this time of day for the past few years, and what trains of thought you're in the middle of that you barely realize, and says just the right thing to set you straight, focus you. Not only can you have your angel learn from you, but you can purchase angel time from other people, life artists and so on, so that new stories can be seamlessly integrated into your schedule as the computer works out the optimal way to meet everyone's desires. The hottest commodity will be time stories: people wanting to live other people's lives and people wanting to give their time up for another time. If the people feel their time well-spent while they half-knowingly build an empire for you, is anyone really losing? Anonymous workers meet in coffeeshops and bars and generalized workspaces without knowing why: but after talking for a few minutes, they realize they're there to cut an album. Our angels will show us visions that compress down the great changes that are going on amidst the billions of people and the maelstrom of the earth to what can be seen and heard, and then we can act on them trusting our intuition. In this world, creativity with time will be most highly valued: thinking back ten generations, and thinking forward another ten. Why not decouple human time from the markets? Tie human wealth to genetics again, but have the generations go in cycles from the adequately well-off to the insanely wealthy every few generations, so the father is superrich, while the son is rich, while the grandson makes do, while the greatgrandson is rich, and the greatgreatgrandson is superrich and so on. But every family is out of sync with the others by intention so rich girls marry poor guys because they'll know he'll be rich when she'll be poor. We have to build time structures that cancel out the bad and leave the good. And in the future you won't need a totalitarian government to implement this sort of thing and thereby instigate atrocities: the people will elect to arrange their time for themselves, and do it better and more subtly.

4. We’re asking for speculation--rather than, say, prediction or prophecy--for its twin definitions: as a conjecture made without firm evidence; as an investment involving considerable risk. What is the nature of the investment; what’s being put on the line? How would you act on your own speculation, and how might others? What demands does your future make on the present? 

The investment first of all is one being made in the future of one's own mind. Every time you speculate, your speculation has to strong enough to support yet another speculation and yet another, and yet not so strong that anything can be supported. As you build up your picture of the world, you trust your past selves not to have been sloppy in the construction. But no construction is perfect: hence every speculation trades in risk. Nevertheless speculation forms the bridge from the past to the future: without any speculation, without any risk, you can't imagine anything other than what you're already doing. But you put yourself on the line with the movement: the worst sin is to waste time, and the people who feel like they've wasted their lives kill people, and worse. I act on my speculation by writing, which is a way of inviting people to speculate with me. To the extent that the future is out of our hands, we have to spend more present time preparing future generations by showing them how we became us. To the extent that the future is in our hands, we have to know it when we see it in order to live it.
